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I will tell you...

● New building areas e.g. in Tórshavn at 100-
200 metres above sea level are in a sub 
arctic climate zone.

● Energy consumption and CO2 emission has 
not been on the political agenda for many 
years so the required energy standard of 
buildings has not improved since 1970'ies



I will also tell you that...

● An energy policy is in its making that will focus 
on renewable energy and energy savings.

● Thus there will be a focus on energy savings 
in buildings and building energy codes.

● This venue is a good starting point for 
inspiration and possible cooperation on energy 
savings in the housing sector



Faroe Islands data

 Faroe Islands in numbers 
Land area km2 1 400 
Sea Area km2 274 000 
Population Jan ’05 48 379 
  
Climate in Tórshavn 
Av. temp. Jan °C 3.4 
Av. min temp Jan °C 1.2 
Av temp Aug °C 10.3 
Av. max temp Aug °C 12.8 
Sun hours per year 840 
Precipitation mm/year 1 284 
Av. vind speed m/s 5.9 



The Faroe Islands are
Small pieces of land
Surronded by the Gulf 
Stream 
A dynamic region on the 
border between 
temperated and arctic 
climate.

Subarktisk 
klima

Tempereret 
klima



Climate Definitions

Arctic climate definition
Warmest month not exceeding 10 ºC

Coldest month not exceeding 0 ºC

Subarctic climate definition:
Temperature above 10 ºC in less than 4 months

Coldest month not exceeding 0 ºC

20% Oceanic temperated
80% Sub arctic and Arctic climate



From 1986

New parts of Tórshavn are 
100-200 metres above sea level 

and thus in subarctic climate





Energy consumption 2003









Energy Policy

● Utilise renewable energy
● Waste heat shall be utilised
● Increase energy efficiency
● Price of energy should reflect environmental 

impacts
● Liberalisation of electricity supply
● Information, learning, research



Two steps energy policy

● Autumn 2005
– Which goals should we have?

● Then
– How do we get there?

And what about the Kyoto Protocol?



The building energy tasks

● Set up a building energy code for the Faroe
Islands that reflects standards that are common  
abroad – e.g. EU Directive

● Be aware that new houses are built in a colder 
climate than before

● Setting up an energy retrofitting scheme based 
on economic criteria  - Which buildings should 
be targeted first?
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